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BUT WE A WHOLE 
CANNOT \ LOT OF THEM 
LEAD THEM > ў ARE CHASING 
INTO THE KIS / US NOW. 16 
VILLAGE. THIS REALLY 
T ~ 6 š PART OF THE 
I BELIEVE : 1 7 / 4 PLAN? 
THERE WAS 2-4 , 
А VALLEY 
AROUND 
HERE. 


„BUT 
THEY WILL WE HAVE 
CATCH US DISTANCE ON 
IF WE BOTH THEM FOR THE 
KEEP UP MOMENT... 


THIS PACE. 


WE'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE TO RUN 
ALL NIGHT IN 
THIS COLD... 


BETTER 
THIN OUT 
THE CROWD 


BEING ABLE 
TO РЇСК 
THEM OFF 
AT RANGE. 


GIVE THE OTHERS 
SOMETHING TO 
THINK ABOUT. 


«n Look 
T THESE | 
кита GOBLINS... 


WITH 
ТНЕМ!? 


ТЕ 60, 
THEY WILL 
NOT FEAR 


GOU OF EXTERNAL 
KNOWLEDGE! 


AS 
>= GOBLINS 
USING 


AND 
SINCE WHEN 
WERE THEY 
50 FAST!? 


NUMBERS ARE 
SOMEWHAT 
THINNED NOW. 


I MIGHT 
RECOMMEND 
ALLOWING ME 
TO FACE THEM 


MMM. 


WERE IT | 
JUST EVEN | IT'S ONE 
SLIGHTLY | Y / тиме TO во 
WARMER... PN Wa Y SOMETHING 
\ ;. | RECKLESS OR 
LAN: Ў NS “crazy IF IT 
141 FEEL \\ м CAN LEAD YOU 
RIA ЊУ TO VICTORY... 
| 
MOVE MORE о 
SWIFTLY. 7 
Ж 
G NY 
Le 
„вит к A 
THAT'S = 
JUST 
THROWING | 
YOUR LIFE | — ( 
AWAY...! 


THIS IS ТИЕ 
BREATH RING 
GOBLIN SLAYER 
GAVE ME. 


ANYTHING 16 
MORE THAN 


GNOMES! 
UNDINES! 
MAKE FOR ME 
THE FINEST 
CUSHION YOU 
WILL SEE! 


WAITIN' TO 
HAPPEN. 


NOTHIN 
WATER AND 
DIRT LIKE 
BETTER THAN 
MIXING UP 
INTO мир! 


COUNTERSPELT A 


BUT IT HAS 
BROUGHT 
DOWN THEIR 
NUMBERS. 


THEY'RE 
THROWING 
THEMSELVES 
IN FRONT OF 
MY ARROWS TO 
PROTECT THE 
PALADIN! 


HERE, 
BEARD- 
CUTTER! 


GIVE ME 
SOMETHING 
LONG. 


THAT'D ВЕ 
THE SHOVEL, 
THEN. TAKE 

THE LAST. 
SWORD TOO. 


THE NEXT 
WAVE WILL BE 
MERE SOON, 
BUT THE VALLEY 


IS NOW RIGHT 
BELOW us. 


THING 15, 


BEARD- 


BELIEVE 
YOU CAN 
DO IT? 


` RI IN THAT 
< Ë CASE, HERE, 
N NN, LORD 
ос За 20 GOBLIN 
N AS засч Ў SLAYER. 


`Z 


ТО LIKE 
TO BE ABLE 
TO BACK 
GOT YOU UP... 
ANY SPARE 
ARROWS, 


WHADDAYA 
SNARE 

EVEN IF IT Gets AGAIN? FOR BROKE 
COUNTERSPELLED, AND USE UP 
THE ONE MOMENT MY LAST 

IT SLOWS THEM 2 SPELL? 
DOWN FOR COULD ] 

PROVE VITAL. 


+ KEEP THAT 
MIRACLE IN 
RESERVE. 


HER, 
ABOUNDING 
\ IN MERCY... 


BUT АМ 
AT— 


THEN 
LET US 
BEGIN. 


«2 
ор 
(ге 
Ем 
< 


Тат) 
y 


a 


ell) A 


Б ф т 
Э 0» 00 4 


50 YOU'VE 
LEARNED. 


ы 


| 25 
di 


ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR THEM. 


~ | 
— n THIS IS МО 
MORE THAN 
WHETHER vu / 
|» 


YOU FELL 
FOR /Т. 


GOBLINS 
ARE STUPID, 


BUT 
YOU... 


Н-ИРҮ, 
THAT'S A MITE 
DANGEROUS, 
ISN'T IT!? 


2 > 
Ч J 


! Baki 
TU 
# lit 


> sl 
=, 
/ 


тиш 
LEAVE IT TO 

— 2 4 YOU TO DECIDE 

M MER. ў 2 WHEN TO USE 


MOTHER, | | 
ABOUNDING d гЁ 7 PROTECTION. 


IN MERCY... 


BI THE 
РОМЕК OF THE 
LAN? GRANT 
SAFETY TO 
WE WHO AKE 


У 


\ 


N 


Ж 


<S Y 
са, 


WHERE'S 
GOBLIN 
SLAYER...? 


SNOW'S STILL 
COMING DOWN OFF 
IN THE DISTANCE. 
WE'D BETTER NOT 


TALK TOO “4 


IF HE бОТ 
SWEPT UP BY 
THE SNOW, 
HE'S PROBABLY 
DOWN THERE 
SOMEWHERE. 


+ AREN'T 
YOU WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM? 


IN THAT CASE, 
I SUGGEST 
WE GO WALK 

TO MEET HIM. 


COURSE 


THIS WAS 
We ARE. NOT LARGE, AS 
HE'S OUR AVALANCHES 


FRIEND. GO. Т DON'T 


IMAGINE HE HAS 
GONE FAR. 


BUT, WELL... 
YOU GET IT, 
РОМ'СНА? 


А WHAT!? AM AT 
— NOTAN BUT... THE TOP 
/ ISSUE, IF 100 ОР THAT 


THAT... MOUNTAIN, 


MAYBE | 
HE WOULDN'T ге 1 HADN'T 
HAVE FELT SAID THAT 
20 THAT, ALL A d I MY SWORD 
BY HIMSELF... n ES BACK... 


RUINING THE JUST IT'S 
THE PLAN DEATHS LIKE ALLMY 
IN THE ОР МУ 5 BEFORE. FAULT... 
FORTRESS FRIENDS. 


IF ONLY... 


I SHOULD 
MAVE BEEN 
MORE WORRIED 
ABOUT THE 
FORCE OF 
THE IMPACT 
THAN ABOUT 
SUFFOCATING. 


YES. NEED 
SOMETHING? 


THOUGH 
I SHOULD'VE 
KNOWN 
SOMETHING 
WAS UP. 


YOU SAW... 
ALL THIS 
COMING? 


up TO 
A POINT. 


«+s THERE'S 
NO WAY YOU'D 
BRING RINGS 

FOR BREATHING 
UNDERWATER 
HERE OF ALL 
PLACES FOR 
NO REASON. 


» G7 GOBLIN... 
SLAYER...? 


IS THAT 
REALLY ALL 
YOU'VE GOT 

TO SAY? 


AFTER ALL, 
ORCBOLG... 


DON'T BE 
ABSURD. 


$0... 
ARE YOU 
GOING 
TO TELL 
US NEXT 
TIME? 


you 
SAID IT, 
SCALY! 


EVEN 
YOUR МАбА5 
AREN'T AS 
SCARY AS 
A WOMAN 
SCORNED, 
AND THAT'S 
THE TRUTH! 


AT LEAST 
LET US IN ON 
THE PLAN! 


CAN YOU TRY 
THINKING LESS 
ABOUT THOSE 
WHAT-IFS AND 
MORE ABOUT 
HOW WORRIED 
WE'LL BE? 


GOBLIN SLAYER, 
I'M USED TO YOU 
BEING THE WAY 
YOU ARE, BUT... 


4 


OUR 
ENEMY WAS 
AN INTELLIGENT. 
GOBLIN. WHAT IF 
THE PLAN HAD 
FAILED BECAUSE 
ONE OF YOU 
LET SOMETHING 


GOOUNESS, 
MILORD GOBLIN 
SLAYER, IT SEEMS 
YOUR FAMOUS 
STRATEGIES DON'T 
WORK ON OUR 
DEAR CLERIC. 


Ч 


AN 


A MILLION 
THINGS I'D 
LIKE TO CHEW 
HIM OUT FOR 
RIGHT NOW. 


BUT ያ HAVE 
TO ADMIT, THIS 
/6 THE WAY 
AN ADVENTURE 
SHOULD BE. 


LIKE 
I SAID, THE 


WE'VE ALL 

SURVIVED 

ANOTHER 
YEAR! 


Һа 
Ал 


ORDER AND 
CHAOS... 


NEW 
YEAR!! 


HAD ONE 
HELLUVA 
YEAR! 


YES... 


«YES. 


you 
NEED Т”... 
T’ SETTLE 

DOWN 
ALREADY! 


ин, You 
KNOW BOTH 
MY PARENTS 
HAVE PASSED 
AWAY, DON'T 
YOU...? 


UH-HUH, 
YOU'RE 
LOUD AND 


POINT 15, 
DON'T EVEN 
COMPARE 
ME TO SOME 
WEIRDO WITH 
A HARD-ON 
FOR KILLING 
GOBLINS! 


I STABBED 
THE CRAP OUT 
OF A BUNCH OF 

MONSTERS WITH 
MY SPEAR, GOT 
SOME EXPERIENCE 
WITH MAGIC... 


THASS’A 50105 
DUTY, SO HIS 
Роок PARENTS 
BACK HOME DON'T 
ЧАРТА WORRY 
ABOUT "IM... 


„АВЕ 
yOu EVEN 
LISTENIN? 


SHE'S YOUR ሥ bP 
BRIDE, LEADER. 

YOU SHOULD Wil 
TAKE CARE OF "v 

IT ALREADY. 


I“ , 
2 ÍA ke y 

77 ሲታ Ay > W/LL 
STR ы. SOMEBODY 


а dy PLEASE РО 
~ X Z - SOMETHING 
TOGETHER [ማኒ «ሪያ ABOUT THIS 
COULDN'T я ke З 2] DRUNK!? 
HANDLE Шалы! ы La 
HER. WII > 


SPEAKING 

OF PEOPLE 
WHO DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO LISTEN... 


You 


ANY DAY Se E 
OF THE WEEK, T 
YOU'LL TAKE ТО MAKE A | 
ВАСКЕТ! 
ANY ЕХСИВЕ 
| TO DRINK AND 
2 SHOUT! 


ALMOST 
AS BAD AS 


DWARVES. | | M | 
WA Y 


WELL, IT 

16 THE NEW 

YEAR, AFTER ሠ а 

ALL. WHAT'S K AND YET YOU 

WRONG WITH DON'T SOUND 
A LITTLE Ve TOO BENT OUTTA 
RACKET? SHAPE 'BOUT IT, 

| LONG-EARS. 


ው. ል 


\\ \ FIRST, 
I'M GOING 

TO GO SEE 
MY PARENTS. 

WE HAVE А 
LOT TO TALK 
ABOUT. 


AND I WANT ТО 


SOUNDS 
D 10 ME: MAKE GRAVES FOR 
соо! MY FRIENDS TOO. 
FAMILY AND 
THEN I CAN DECIDE 
FRIENDS — THEY WHERE I GO NEXT. 
COME FIRST. 


THE AGE 
OF ICE HAS 
LONG SINCE 
PASSED, AND 

MY ANCESTORS' 
BONES STILL 
LIE AMONGST 

THE CHALI 


WHO SHARE 
OUR BLOOD ARE 
NOT THE ONLY 
ONES WE ARE 
CONNECTED 
TO... 


„ВИТ 
МЕ WOULD. 
20 МЕЦ. ТО 
VALUE ALL THER IAT ERA; 
OUR BONDS. BLOOD |ç BUT A 


YET DISTANT 


FLOWS 
Topay, MEMORY... 


YES, PLEASE. 
ANYTIME YOU 
HAVE ANYTHING 
TO TELL US, 
DON'T HESITATE 
TO WRITE. 


AND LOTS, 
TO ANYTHING 
YOU SEND. 


LETTERS. f À 


HEE-HEE! 
NICE TO SEE 


ME TOO! 
I'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 

WRITE A LETTER 


TO A "EN 


Si в 


IT'S AWFUL 
HARD TO 
GET BEARD- 
CUTTER TO 
SIT DOWN 
AND HAVE 
A DRINK. 


4 MAYBE 
I SHOULD 
WRITE SOME 
LETTERS 
TOO. 


I DON'T 
GET A LOT OF 
CHANCES TO 
MEET GIRLS 
MY OWN АСЕ, 
WORKING ON 
THE FARM. 


PLUS, WE'RE 

DISCOURAGED 
FROM GETTING 
TOO CLOSE TO 
ADVENTURERS. 


THAT MILORD 
GOBLIN SLAYER 
COULDN'T JOIN 

US TONIGHT. 


ў ў = 5 TVE 60T IT! 
NOT THAT x :::/ ІТЫ ВЕ ONE ОҒ 
HE SEEMS ТО ў / 527 M'RESOLUTIONS 
HAVE A PROBLEM |: | FOR THE YEAR 
HOLDING HIS А TO MAKE HIM! 
LIQUOR. I GUESS HE'S 
Š š NOT MUCH ONE 


$ FOR FESTIVALS 
AND NOISY 
HE ANYWAY? Д CELEBRATIONS. 


,BUT AS HIS 
MAYBE THIS. CHILDHOOD 
YEAR I COULD FRIEND, I'M 
SHARE HIM. SURE You 
JUST A AH-HA-HA-HA! DON'T WANT 


I'D BE LYING IF 
I SAID I WAS 
EAGER TO. 


THINK 
YOU COULD 
DELIVER 
SOMETHING 


SURE, BUT... 
WHERE AM Т 
TAKING IT TO? 


WHAT 16 IT? 


HOW ABOUT 
CUP OF WINE 


"DELIVER" 
D 


ANOTHER ALREADY, 
MISS ELF. 


INSTEAD? 


ALL RIGHT, 
HAVE FUN! 


WELL, IF 
HE'S DOING 
WHAT HE 
USUALLY 


THAT'S | ў ПЕЕ 
i | ~ ARE NO 
NO WAY | GOBLINS. 
то тАк TO | | 
А LADY... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
ALL THE WAY 
OUT HERE? 


ASK STUPID 
QUESTIONS. 


THIS в 
A YEARLY THAT MUST 
mueres мо || би SHE 
PROBLEM. PACK DINNER 
FOR HIM... 
YES, 
THERE 
is! 
16 
THAT 


WE WERE 
ATTACKED 
DURING THE 
HARVEST 
FESTIVAL, 
AFTER ALL. 


ARE NO 
GUARANTEES 
IT WON'T 
HAPPEN 
AGAIN. 


GOBLINS. 


I CANNOT 
PROMISE THAT 
THE GOBLINS 

WILL NEVER 

EVOLVE. 


YOU'VE 
EVEN 
SET UP 


YOU'RE 
SLEEPING |, 


THAT 
16 WHY 
I CAN FIGHT 
AGAINST 
THEM THIS 


РО vou 
KNOW WHAT 
THE GOBLIN 
PALAUIN WAS 

PLANNING? 


AND 
THE GIRL 5 A DWARVEN 


THAT 
ORE WAS дн FORTRESS. 
FORGED BY 3 


LIGHTNING. 
MINING 
WHICH $ 
MEANS... TOOLS. 


IT. WAS. 
FORGED. 
“ሠ \ д FROM А RED. 
STEAL IT. GEM WITH. 
| LIGHTNING. 


SÍ) CAPTURE АМ 
КУ | ADVENTURER 


Va WHO CAN 
ሪ USE MAGIC. 


ех 
FROM HER 2 7) 
SACRIFICE, | 


UNTIL SHE 
AN ARMY OF UNTIL SHE 


GOBLINS ARMED 
AND EQUIPPED Ne STRAIN. 
WITH METAL | 


I DON'T KNOW 
HOW MUCH OF 
THAT PLAN HE 
CAME UP WITH 
HIMSELF, BUT... 


FATE THAT. 
MOVES THIS 
WORLD... 


„OR 15 IT 
CHANCE? 


I DON'T 
š S KNOW HOW 
= > MUCH LONGER 
I САМ ВЕ A 
MATCH FOR 
вит THEM EITHER. 
I DO NOT 
INTEND / 
TO STOP Ë 


TRYING. 


тъ 
ALWAYS 
GOBLINS, 
GOBLINS, 
GOBLINS! 


== 


THAT'S 
ALL THAT 
EVER COMES 
OUT OF YOUR 


MOUTH! X 
теч 


N 


7 GUESS YOU 
THINK HUNTING 
GOBLINS /6 MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 

CELEBRATING 


WITH ALL YOUR 
FRIENDS. 


ከ к. І ADMIT, 


eU» - d PARTIES ARE 
«Ша, NOT MY 
А ^ FORTE. 


BUT DE 
WHEN YOU ' 7 < 
АН. АВЕ 4 
THE ONES 

CELEBRATING, 5 
THEY DO С 
NOT SEEM 
50 BAD. 


N 


A WARRIOR ALONE 
ISN'T NEARLY AS 
STRONG AS ONE 

WITH SOMEONE ON 
THE BACK ROW. 


\ ጋ ሠ 
| WELL, IF 
THIS /8 WHAT 
NUM YOU'VE GOT 
| YOURHEART SET | 
ON, LET'S HAVE | 
SOMETHING TO : 
EAT. НАКЕ ТО Ё — 
STICK THROUGH 
TILL MORNING Д. 
SOMEHOW, / — 


Он. 
° LOOKS 
S LIKE IT's 
| THERE'S 
АЛЕН 
LA SCH 2 
< 
ILOOK 
FORWARD 
TO ANOTHER 
4 YEAR ОР 


ADVENTURING 3 
WITH YOU. 


нээ КИ 


ми ШЕМ. 


50 THEY'RE 
GOING TO BUILD Ч 
A TRAINING |. 
СЕМТЕК... 


WELL, I'M STARTING 
MY SECOND YEAR 
OF ADVENTURING. 

I'VE GOT SENIORITY 


MAS IT BEEN 
THAT LONG 
ALREADY? 


Fi 
LIKE I MIGHT BE 

PROMOTED FROM 
NINTH RANK TO 
EIGHTH SOON. 


SOMEONE'S 


PEOPLE 


ANOTHER. 
BUSY DAY АТ 
THE ሪሀዜሀ. 


PEOPLE 
DYING TO 
BECOME 
ADVENTUR- 


THE BEST 
PEOPLE WHEN WORD. 
I REGISTERED 


LAST YEAR. 


WE'LL MEET 


GIRLS LIKE COUPLE OI 
THEM ONCE rg 
WE'RE ADVEN- x 


THEY MUST 

\ НАУЕ HEARD 

ነ № ABOUT THAT 

ነ NEW TRAINING 
7 FACILITY THAT'S 


ARE YOU Дус BEING BUILT. 


CARRYING 
IT AROUND 
WITH YOU? 


COURSE Q x Ва 
IAM! IT'S DID YOU . N 


2] READ HER/ 
‘ROM A Ж. "ETTER? 


FRIEND! 27 Š 


I'M 50 
GLAU SHE 
WAS ABLE TO 
RECONCILE 
WITH HER 
FAMILY. 


AND AFTER THAT, 
SHE IMMEDIATELY 
STARTED A FUND 
TO SUPPORT NEW 
ADVENTURERS. 


SHE 
SURE 
DOESN'T 
WASTE 
TIME. 


"FROM NOW 
ON, T'LL BE 
FIGHTING 
NOT AS AN 
ADVENTURER 
BUT AS 
SOMEONE 
STILL SUPPORTING 
JUST AS THEM." 
STUBBORN 
AS EVER, 
ISN'T SHE!? 


EVEN 
AFTER ДЇ I HOPE 
7 — 18506 SHE'S BEEN WE'LL SEE 
/ powt BEFORE YOU || Хтивойви, HER AGAIN 
START OUT SHE HASN'T SOMEDAY. 
you CAN REALLY BROKEN. ч 
THINK? МАКЕ SUCH A [| 20896 ст | 
DIFFERENCE. ИВ И 
1 | 
| ШЕ. Y 


I DUNNO. | 
I HONESTLY | j 
DOUBT IT | 
MATTERS / | 
THAT MUCH. ! | 


OH, ГМ 
LISTENING 
ALL RIGHT, 
LONG-EARS! 


OH? 
REMIND 
ME WHOSE 
EARS ARE 
BETTER? 


IT'S 
QUITE... 
LIVELY... 


YOU ASK 
ME, NO ONE 
LISTENS LESS 
THAN ELVES! 


TAKE 
DWARVES, 
FOR 


EXAMPLE... 


...PEOPLE 
WHO DON'T 
WANT TO 
LISTEN TO 


уви 


вит HOW 
WILL THEY 
KNOW WHAT 
THEY'RE DOING 
4 WRONG IF NO 


ONE TEACHES 


WITH THAT, 
EXACTLY. 
IT'S JUST 
THAT... 


I WAS 
HOPING YOU 


A SHOULDA 
v KNOWN. GUESS 
“=| SARCASM CAN'T 
GET THROUGH 

TO AN ANVIL. 


AN EXCUSE 
FOR BEING A 
, PRUNKEN MESS 
\ LAST NIGHT, 
| YOU LAWFUL 
1 | GOOUNIK. 


HEY! 
WATCH YOUR 
MANNERS! 


KEEP 
IT DOWN, 
WILL YOU? 
DON'CHA 

WANNA 
LOOK GOOD 

FOR THE 

NEWBIES? 


SEE? 
TOLD You 
BANTERING 
TOGETHER 
LIKE THAT 
PROMOTES 
SOLIDARITY... 


OH, YOU'RI 


N 


7 WELL, Т 
4 MUST SAY IT 
ANGE GLADDENS MY 
1 HEART TO SEE 
YOU ALL ARE 
Аб FRIENDLY 
AS EVER. 


CERTAINLY 
NOT AMONG MY 
ANCESTORS, 


HE SAID HE'D 
BE GOING OUT 
YESTERDAY... 


MIGHT BE 
ALITTLE 
LATE. 


15 
EVERYONE 
E 


Be HERI 
pl : a а bk ALREADY? 


IF YOU 
HAVE SOME 
PREFERENCE, 
TELL ME. 


FINE, 
I GET IT. 


IS GOBLIN 
SLAYING NOT 
A PERFECTLY 
GOOD CHOICE 
OF ACTIVITY? 


THANKS. 


M 
v 


DN 
` 4 


WHAT 
ARE THEY 
SAYING? 


GOBLIN 
QUESTS? 


№ ( 
| f, CERTAINLY! 
I'VE GOT 
THEM RIGHT 
HERE FOR 
YOU... 
... THERE 
|| CERTAINLY 
ARE A LOT 
BY WHICH 
N ОР THEM. 1 MEAN WE'VE 
GOT TOO 
MANY TO FIT 
m, THEM ALL ON 
THE BOARD. 


EN p 
МИ Ле AND THIS 
Ç IS AFTER 
ў |] WE ALREADY 
U ASSIGNED 
№ v SOME TO THE 
ZK NOVICES, 
DID THEY ^ YOU KNOW. 
LOOK LIKE fy 
THEY COULD m 
HANDLE IT? 


...COULD 
| YOU TAKE 
| THIS ONE? 
| 
У | 
7 | 
)) N < 
3 N N 
I'M SORRY =; 
TO BOTHER 7 
YOU WITH \ тромт እሬ 
ALL THIS. 2 MIND. 
ONCE 
г THAT TRAINING 1 
E] CENTER IS READY, | 
=} MAYBE YOU WON'T pee МЕ Be n 
: НАМЕ TO DEAL ass 
WITH SO MANY 


OF THESE... тоок TOO. 


SURE, OF 
COURSE. 


NEED ANY 
POTIONS...? 


хо? / | 


ol їл 
“ОЯ = 


HEALING, 
ANTIDOTE, 
ANU STAMINA 
POTIONS. 
SIX OF EACH. 


IF I WERE v 
A FIRST-TIMER 
WITH NO MONEY 
АМО NO GEAR, 
ТО FEEL THE 
SAME WAY 
SEEIN' THAT. 


SURE GOT 
THE NEW 
KIDS TALKING, 
BUYING ALL 


STRINGS TO 
THE POTIONS. 
THE NUMBER OF 
KNOTS TELLS YOU 
WHICH 16 WHICH 
BY FEEL ALONE. 


LATELY, 
I'VE OFTEN 
NEEDED TO FIND 
ANU CONSUME 
ONE QUICKLY. 


ኣነ А 


GREAT 
IDEA! 
I'LL TAKE 


I-I'LL 
HELP 
COMRADES 
HANDLE THAT ISN'T TOO! 
TWO THINGS NECESSARY. 
TOGETHER— 


EXCUSE 
ME, BUT... 
WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING? 


U-UM... 


THERE 16 NO 


TE POTIONS, 
THERE WILL BE 
TIME TO CHECK YOU SEE. 
THE LABEL 


WHEN You 
NEED ONE. 


ATTACHING 
MARKERS, TO 
THE END THAT WE 
MIGHT LOCATE 
THEM QUICKLY 
AND ACCURATELY 
IN THE HEAT 
OF BATTLE. 


ONLY 
MARK THINGS I WOULD ADD 


YOU NEED IN THAT IF You 
А HURRY. тустаат TRY TO MARK 
SURE WOULD EVERYTHING, 
8: ) YOU'LL NEVER 
j i ЗЕ SILLy. REMEMBER 
\ NO Why 1D WHAT'S WHAT. 
AND DO THAT... 
WATCH 
Ж OUT FOR 
= GOBLINS. 


START 
BY HUNTING 
RATS OR 
SOMETHING. 


RIGHT! 
6-60Т 
ты 


d ` ረም 
МАУ SOME \ / 2 < 


\ SHRED ОР Eee W 
Қ YOUR FIGHTING : n | | те e 
STRENGTH... [ИГУ N THE LAND IN 
НЭГЭ THE TIME ОР 
НЕН: x CHALK... 
SPOKEN OF ኣ 
FOR ETERNITY, ኣኒ 
GUIDE THEIR `\ 
РАТИ. 5 


THESE ARE ( 
THE QUESTS 
I ACCEPTED. 


Ivo 
НОРЕ THEY 
SURVIVE. 


WE KNOW 

THAT IF WE 
DON'T SHOW 
UP, YOU'RE 
JUST GOING 
TO GO ON 
YOUR OWN. 


EVEN KNOW 
WHAT THEY 
EXPECT 


ONE THING, 
BEARD- 
CUTTER. 


"START 
BY HUNTING 
RATS"...? 


ро 
ТИЕУ НАУЕ 
A CHOICE 
AFTER YOU 


EVEN ASK? 
WE'RE GOING. 
THAT'S WHY 
WE'RE HERE, 
ISN'T IT? 


ORCBOLG. 
QUESTION. 


ALL THE 
THINGS PEOPLE 
AROUND HERE 

SAY ABOUT YOU... 
DOESN'T IT 
BOTHER YOU 
AT ALL? 


I BELIEVE 
HE'S RIGHT 
ON THAT 
COUNT! 


INN 


SS? 


AND 
THAT'S 
GOBLIN 
SLAYING! 


ХУ. 


PISS OFF! HEY, WATCH 


IT'S HER WHERE YER 
РАШТ FOR Ko y ርን 


STANDING 
AROUND IN 
THE MIDDLE 

OF THE 

STREET! 


WATCH IT 
ОВ I'LL 
FIREBALL 
YOU! 


LOOKS LIKE 
SOMEONE'S: 
FEELING 
THEIR AGE. 


YES, 
THANKS. 
I'M FINE. 


INS 


ARE YOU 
QUITE ALL 
RIGHT? 


“ seven 
፳፪ GOBLINS 
№ /N FRONT! 


x 
z 
ЕЗ 
c 
` 
x 
Е 
m 


THAT'S ALL 
OF THEM... 
RIGHT? 


и. 


HOW MANY 
НАУЕ THERE 
ITIS BEEN SO FAR? 
GOOD THAT TEN OR TWENTY 
WE WERE DOES NOT 
THE ONES TO BEGIN TO COME 
TAKE THIS CLOSE. 
QUEST. 


LOOKS LIKE 
THERE'LL 
BE JUST 
AS MANY 

AHEAD. 


WE MUST'VE 
GONE PRETTY 
DEEP DOWN. 


HRM. THIS 
COULD BE 
ABITOFA 
HANDFUL. 


WE HAVE 
TO PROTECT 
HER WHILE WE 
FIGHT AS WELL, 
AFTER ALL. 


IF THEY 


WE HAVE MULTIPLY ANY 
TO KILL FURTHER, THEY 
ALL THE COULD BEGIN 
GOBLINS. RAIDING THE 
SURFACE ALL 


TOO EASILY. 


IN THESE 
NARROW 
TUNNELS, BEING 
OUTNUMBERED 
SHOULD NOT 
MATTER MUCH. 


THEY BURST 


SOUNDED 
LIKE THIS 
WAS GOING 
TOBEA 
LONG ONE. 


THROUGH THE 
WALLS BEHIND 
US IN A PINCER 
ATTACK, THAT 
COULD BE 


DANGEROUS. 


THIS Is ...DIDN'T WE 
SPELLG GONNA BE PROMISE TO 
NUTS. TAKE CARE OF 
TEN NESTS 
IN TOTAL? 


ARE ONE THING, 
BUT GETTING 
OUR HANDS ON 
MORE CATALYSTS 
15 WHAT'S 
REALLY TRICKY. 


REQUIRE A 
CATALYST. 


LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'VE STARTED 
TO RUB OFF ON 


МЕ TOO, BEARD- 
CUTTER... 


жз 9 IT'S AN 
: EMERGENCY 
ESCAPE 
НИИ? ROUTE. 
( М 
r 
WE RESCUED NÇ ^ 
THE HOSTAGE, 
60 THAT 
WON'T BE AN 


ISSUE NOW. 


TUNNEL...? 


АН, 50 
THAT'S IT. 


1 A ( хе 
3 ኣኛ 


нин? 
HEY, WHAT 
ARE YOU 
PLANNING? 


=> 


Eens 


Y 
VR 1 
№ 


^ 


TURN 23 
THOSE BUCKETS EN COME OUT, YOU 
UPSIDE DOWN— | GNOMES, AND LET IT 

SET US GENTLY ON GO! WERE IT COMES, 

THE GROUND! BUT TAKE IT SLOW! 


FALLING 
CONTROL. 


ме! нет 
BETTER! 


1-15 THAT 
BETTER? 


NOT 
BETTER 
AT АШ! 


SY) PING му 

N EYES UNTIL 

СЭ] went sack 
сн SOLID 

GROUND! 


HOW DID 


You DO IT 
BEFORE you OPEN A PATH 
MET US? TO THE SURFACE 
WITH TUNNEL, 


USE YOUR GATE 
SCROLL TO FLOOD 
THE NEST... 


I WOULD 
SECURE 
MYSELF TO 
SOMETHING 
ANU WALK 

OUT ONCE IT 

FLOODED. 


AND THEN 
JUST RIDE THE 
CURRENT OUT 
THE HOLE... 
UNBELIEVABLE. 


I KNEW 
I SHOULD'VE 
BROUGHT 
A CHANGE ОР 
CLOTHES. 


(M S сеща 
Mt] ONE'S STILL 
IR > ALIVE, EH? 
bw 2 
П 2 OS 
() ў 
' 2 
=| th 
A $ 
A LUCKY E 


SHE COMES 
AROUND, 
DRY OFF HER 


GODS ABOVE. 
TOUAY MIGHT 
BE THE WORST 
DAY THE WHOLE 
GOBLIN RACE 
MAS EVER НАР. 


І WOULDN'T 
BE $O SURE 
OF THAT. 


| Ммм... 
FINALLY... 
BACK TO... 


I BELIEVE NR 
MISTRESS 
PRIESTESS 

I'M GOING TO IS DONE FOR 

60 STRAIGHT THE DAY. 

TO THE ሪሀዜሀ 

TO MAKE MY => 

REPORT. 


ТЭЭ MIGHT WE 
P zm ALLOW You 
TO HANDLE 


LEAVE HER OURS AS WELL, 


MILORD GOBLIN 
SLAYER? 


HOW 
WOULD 
IHAVE 

HANDLED IT 
BEFORE? 


AND 
rsuppose — 771722 
SOMETHING 3 
DIFFERENT. 
ELSE HAS 
FROM WHEN. 
CHANGED пидв SOLO. 
deng, 1 5 


ያ ያሙ 
FRIENDS 


NOW. 
z: 


ZWOULDN’T 
EXPECT THERE 
TO BE ANY 
EMPLOYEES 
STILL HERE AT 
THIS HOUR... 


KILLING 
GOBLINS 
IN ТЕМ 
DIFFERENT 
PLACES... 


MY EQUIPMENT, 
STRATEGIES, AND 
| RESOURCES... 

! 


| 
| 


JUST 
FIVE MORE 
MINUTES... 


G-GOBLIN 


1 SWEAR SLAYER!? 
vue zer  ፤ ዘለጻሆና A GOBLIN. 
RESTING SLEEPING! : 


My Eyes! 


А, 


WHAT 


ABOUT THE 
SECOND CONFIRMED. 
QUEST? THIRTY-FOUR 
FIRST QUEST, 


BODIES. THERE 
CAN'T HAVE 
BEEN MORE RESCUED THE | 

” MORE—LESS 


THAN TEN THAT HOSTAGE, 1 
WE WEREN'T AND FLOODED THAN TEN. 


ABLE TO. ТИЕ NEST. 


THIRTY-FOUR. 


WE WENT IN, 
PLUS А РЕМ 


DON'T 
DO THAT. 


THE BIG DEAL? 
I KNOW IT'S 
NOT THAT 
HARD TO BEAT 
| кы. SOME STUPID 
YOU'RE GOBLINS... 


ALL BUT 
BEGGING 
THE GOBLINS | I MIGHT AS 
ЕТІ WELL TRY 
ТО PREPARE, 
А JUST IN 
1 у CA— 
di. 


I THINK 
THERE'S AN 
EXCELLENT 
CHANCE OF 

THAT. 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
==> SECONDS? 


.-І GUESS 
I'LL HAVE 
SOME... 


HEY, 
You. 


YOU'RE HIM... 
THE ONE THEY 

CALL GOBLIN 
SLAYER, RIGHT? 
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— MIN 


NO. 


IF 
YOU DON'T 
PLAN TO DO 
ANYTHING UNTIL 


WILL CHANGE 
NOTHING. 


MY PLEASURE. 


YOU ALWAYS 
WORK SO HARD NN 
FOR us. AR 
SPLITTING = 3 
THE REWARD > 
EVENLY, А6 
USUAL? 
YES. Y d v 
SURE ТЦ TAKE PEE LY, 
THING! MY SHARE Жә 
NOW. х, 
ም ...THERE 
ДА WAS THAT 
71 ADVENTURING 
| PARTY THAT 
) REGISTERED 


RECENTLY. 


THEY'RE 
JUST FINE. 
SOUNDS LIKE 
THEY GOT 
A LITTLE 
CHEWED UP 
HUNTING 


RATS... 


+ BUT 
THEY НАР 
AN ANTIDOTE 
WITH THEM. 


WHO 16 
IS HE 
HERE? = THAT? 
2 
HE JUST 
REGISTERED 
AS AN 
ABOUT ADVENTURER. 
THAT... 
HE SAYS 
HE WANTS 
TO KILL 
GOBLINS. 
N HE'S NOT 
THAT'S INTERESTED 
WHAT = IN ANYTHING 
HE TOLD ELSE. 


IS HE IN 
A PARTY 
YET? 


DOESN'T 
LOOK 
LIKE IT. 


HOW 
RIDICULOUS. 


WHAT SHALL 


WE DO ABOUT 
HIM, GOBLIN 
SLAYER...? 
NZ 
= 
NONE 
1 SEE. Ад ОР YOUR 7 
CH BUSINESS! YOU HAVE you 
A ROOM? š 
so 
THAT'S 
A NO. 


NS IT'S SPRING. 
YOU PROBABLY 
WON'T CATCH 
A COLD, BUT... 


H-HEY, 
WAIT up! 


I SAID, “OR THE 
WAIT TEA. 


ар,” 


I GUESS... 


...YOU 

REALLY HAVE ም 

RUBBED OFF | 
ON ME. 


«PHEW. 


THAT GOT 
TO BE QUITE 
A BIT OF 
OVERTIME... 


vo 
YOU SEE 
ANYTHING 
ELSE 
AROUND? 


I THOUGHT WE 
WERE GOING 
TO AN INN OR 
SOMETHING. 


WELCOME 
HOME! 


YES. 


ኣ HEE-HEE! 
| 2 I'VE TURNED 
2 7 2 INTO QUITE THE 
š 7 NIGHT OWL 


Ж / 
N N THESE LAST 
FEW DAYS. 
ri о AS | 


~ А 


hay 


<s 


HUGE... 


лт ТҮП 7 

ШО” я. 

/ LAN | THEyY’RE 
E /] 


I'M AN 
A-ADVEN- 


` THANKS. WELL, 
N THAT 1 DON'T 
4 HELPS. MIND AT 
S 
I WANT 
TO SPEAK ТО 
YOUR UNCLE 
Аб WELL. 15 
НЕ AWAKE? 
PROBABLY. 


142 


WHO'RE YOU, 
HIS WIFE? 


HE WANTS 
TO LET You 
STAY HERE! 


COME ON— 
| DON'T 
STRUGGLE! 


КО 


>кк 24 


7 


፡ 
DM 
/ኤ 
ኳ 


Sw, 


THERE'S 
NO DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A NEWLY 
REGISTERED 
ADVENTURER AND 
YOUR RUN-OF- 
THE-MILL THUG. 


AW, С'МОМ, 
UNCLE. 
WHAT'S THE 
HARM IN 
LETTING HIM 


STAY JUST 
ONE NIGHT...? 


THERE 
16 A YOUNG. 
WOMAN IN THIS 
HOUSE. WHAT 
IF SOMETHING 
HAPPENED 
TO HER? 


WHAT IF HE 
STAYS IN THE 
SHED I RENT? 
WOULD THAT 


WHY I WILL 
STAND GUARD 
ALL NIGHT 
WITHOUT 
SLEEPING. 


THAT SORT 
OF ATTITUDE 
16 EXACTLY 
WHY I CAN'T 
TRUST HIM. 


RESPONSIBILITY 
IF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS ТО 

HER? 


APOLOGIZE. 
ADVENTURERS x 4 
NEED THEIR | FINE. 
HEALTH TO ...BUT IN 
EARN THEIR EXCHANGE, 
KEEP, Т I WANT YOU 
= 7 22 ТО СЕТ А 
\ ው ат менте 
7 5 2 NIGHT'S 
I 12 dp 2 REST. 
[ 27 = | 
e 1 vo 
/ f : AS You 
/ - 2: SORRY. PLEASE. 
/ > 


I WASN'T 
ASKING ABOUT 
EVERYONE. 
I'M ASKING 
ABOUT YOU. 


I'LL MAKE 
SURE TO HAVE 
BREAKFAST 
READY. 


DEPENDS 
WHAT QUESTS 
ARE AVAILABLE. 
BUT WE JUST 

GOT BACK. 

І EXPECT 

EVERYONE 

WILL WANT 

TO REST. 


LET'S 
GO. 


HEY, 
WHAT'RE YOU 
GOING TO DO 
TOMORROW? 


SMELLS LIKE 
DUST AND 
MEDICINE... 


THERE'S М  ቱ IT'S ume... 
NO ВЕР, 50 ОМЕ ОР ТИЕ 
USE THAT ~ TEACHERS’ 
2 WORKSHOPS 
HAY BALE. BACK AT THE NAT EVEN 
ACADEMY... ТУ 


Ум 
መመ How AM HUH 
» : — ISUPPOSED —I? | 
ў... T6 SLEEP 
eur GN THIS!? 
IT'LL GET Ip 2 
HAY ALL [DE > у 
over IT... |К ? He = 
5 i HE 
N 23 9 
/ = \ 
SPREAD P < 


YOUR CAPE 
ON ТОР. 2 
Bars 


2 


IF YOU'RE га 


NOT MARRIED дао NO. 
TO HER, THAT на тн 
MEANS YOU'RE Қа 
OBJECTIVELY, dis NOT FAMILY. 
THAT'S OUR 
ACQUAINTANCES. 
RELATIONSHIP. HE'S MY 
LANDLORD, wie 
AND SHE'S © 20 You 
HIS МЕСЕ. E ее 


SHEESH. 
YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
TOLD THEM 
TO LET ME 

STAY HERE. 


YOU SAYING 
EVEN YOU 
DON'T TRUST 


ITS ል 


PRECAUTION SLEEP WITH 
IN CASE ONE EYE 
GOBLINS OPEN. 

COME. 


le uw & 
E. I SLEEP 
FAR AWAY 
FROM 
THEM. 
IF You 
WANT TO KILL 50 I MUST ае 
GOBLINS, THIS ВЕ ABLE TO. У | 一 
IS THE LEAST RESPOND 
you MUST DO. IMMEDIATELY. 


I'LL TAKE 
You BACK TO 
THE GUILD 
TOMORROW. 


IT 

DOESN'T. 
MAKE ANY 
SENSE. _ 

WHY WOULD 
ር 
WHAT /8 
шиг THIS GUY 


THINKING? 


COULD HE BE 
ONE OF THOSE 
GUYS WHO GANG 
UP ON ROOKIES 


AND ROB THEM 
FOR EVERYTHING 
|7ИЕУУЕ GOT...!? 


| 


WOULD THE. 

GUILD REALLY 
CONSPIRE WITH |; 
SOME РЕАРВЕА: 
TO РО SHADY 
BUSINESS...? 


BUT WAIT, 
HE'S SILVER- 
RANKED... 


‚ TO\BELIEVE, 

N SOMEONE 
WHO LOOKS dd 

J, \LIKE THATA 
76194672 
Ши GUY? 


GONNAIROLES 
OVERYANDIDIE!! 


м 


WEREN'T 
YOU TAKING 
TOUAY OFF? 


THOUGHT 
THAT'S WHAT 
you TOLD 
THAT CHICK. 


„. МНАТСИА 
DOING? 


ЯШ 


НОМ САМ 
YOU FIGHT ІР 


WOULDN'T 
HAVING 
DECENT 

WEAPONS 

FROM THE 

GET-GO BE 


? 
AND ONE BETTER? 


GOOD SPELL'S 
SUPPOSED TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF A BUNCH 
OF GOBLINS 
ANYWAY. 


you 
CAN NEVER 
BE SURE 
YOU WILL BE 
ABLE TO KILL 
YOUR NEXT 
OPPONENT. 


YOU SET 
IT WEIRDLY 


IT'S THE 
HEIGHT OF 
A GOBLIN'S 

THROAT. 
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1 ТООК A 
LENGTHY BREAK 
ONCE. І FOUND 
MY REACTIONS 

НАР DULLED 
AFTERWARD. 


DOES IT 
REALLY HELP 
TO PRACTICE 

THROWING 
AT A TARGET 
THAT ISN'T 
MOVING? 


HEEEY! 
BREAKFAST 
IS READY! 


ZEIT 


SUCKS, I'M 
FLIPPING 
OVER THEIR 
TABLE. 


WANT 
SECONDS? 


OR IS IT 
THIRDS? 


THIS GUY'S 
OFF THE 
DEEP END... 


UGH! NOT 
EXPECTING 
MUCH FROM 
THIS MEAL. 


IN THE 


TRY SEWERS. 


HUNTING 
SOME HUGE... 
WHATEVER 
THOSE BIG 
RATS ARE 
CALLED. 


AH, YOU'RE 
ALL HERE. 


you 
ATE TOO 
MUCH. 


GOBLIN 


APPARENTLY . SLAYER, 
THEY WERE 一 一 及 SIR... 
TALKING ABOUT = У 
PROMOTING 
MER... 


IT'S JUST, 
WELL, THEY 
SAID I HADN'T 
CONTRIBUTED 
ENOUGH YET... 


DOESN'T 
SOUND 
LIKE IT... 


A 


THEY THINK "2: - QUANDARY 
SHE'S BEEN y INDEED! 
мио МОМ ON OUR FOR WE ARE 
THE HELL ራጋ A PARTY OF 
COULD SEE SILVERS. 
IT LIKE 
THAT? 


ГМ SURE IF fe UM 


I WORK HARD , 
0 N DON'T WORRY 
ENOUGH, THEY'LL j > ፡ ABOUT IT. 


RECOGNIZE 
MY EFFORTS 
SOMEDAY... 


ADVENTURE 
WITHOUT... 
YOU GUYS? 


HEY! IF 
RANK IS THE 
PROBLEM... 


S ` 
«МІНУ 
NOT GO ON 


AN ADVENTURE 
WITH JUST 
SOME OTHER 
PORCELAINS AND 
OBSIDIANS? 


ú 


BW 


HEH! JUST 
'COS YOU'RE ON 
THE BACK ROW 
DOESN'T GIVE 
YOU AN EXCUSE 
TO TREMBLE 
AND COWER! 
THEY'RE NOT 
GONNA PROMOTE 
SOMEONE 


JUST PICK 
A RANDOM... 
OKAY, NOT 
THE RIGHT 
WORD. 


BUT FIND 
SOME NEW 
PORCE— 


I DON'T 
COWER! 


HMMM, 

I DUNNO 
ABOUT THAT. 
CLERICS ARE 
ALWAYS THE 

SCAREDY- 
CATS! 


JUDGING 
OTHERS INVITES 
JUDGMENT 
UPON ONESELF. 


MOCKING 
ONE CLERIC 
CONSTITUTES 
AN INSULT ТО 
THEM ALL, 
I DARESAY. 


AN 20 
FIRSTHAND! 


LIKE ANOTHER 
ONE OF THOSE 
KNOW-IT-ALLS 
FROM THE 
ACADEMY. 
GREAT. 


EAI 
Y ONCE SOMEONE 
BRINGS HIM 
BACK FROM THE 
EDGE OF DEATH, 
HELL SING 
A DIFFERENT 


MORON! A you Look HEY, 
LET'S GO ME IN you! 
HUNT RATS— 2 THÉ EVE 
YOU CAN PUT 7 AND BAY 
THAT ANGER P 
TO USE THERE. THAT!? 


E 
HE’S NEVER BEEN 
STUCK OUT IN 


|| 
THE WILDERNESS WH- N 
WITH NO WATER wuare СУ 
HER 
PROBLEM 
u? 


“DON'T TAKE 
NOTES! OH, 
AND I WON'T 
TEACH YOU 


” | ANY GOBLIN- 


SLAYING 


INSTEAD!” 


GONNA 
KILL 
GOBLINS! 


HEY, 
ORCBOLG. 
I ONLY 
MAU AN 
OLDER WHO 15 
SISTER. THIS GUY? 
YOUR LITTLE 
BROTHER? 


AFTER 
HEARING YOU 
SAY STUFF LIKE 

THAT ALL THE 
TIME, IT DOESN'T 
EVEN FAZE ME 
ANY! 


so 
WHO IS 
HE? 'МОРЕ. 


WHA...? 
WHO THE 
IT'S HELL ARE 
you? 


HEH-HEH! 
HEAR ME 
OUT, YOUNG 
MAN. I HAVE 


I HEARD 
EVERYTHING 
YOU'VE SAID! 


AND IT'S 
NOT THE SORT 
OF THING A 
LAWFUL-GOOD 
KNIGHT CAN 
JUST LET GO, 
YOU KNOW. 


^ wuer ТЕ 

° YIKES! 222) BEEN TRYING 

2 ë О TELL 
EVERY— 


ATTABOY! 


„.ТО YOUR 
|| ኣ ESTEEMED 
) PARTY 

LEADER! 


x | MA \ ws " ይዜ 
[| 


MA ЗИМА 2 


SLAVER 


ረ 
m 
Са 
© 
©; 


Turn to the back ofthe 
book for a short story by 
Kumo Kagyu! 


PLAYING ALONG 


BUMP IN THE NIGHT GROWING BOYS NEED SLEEP 


> MAKE 
4 YOURSELF 
COMFORT- 


a dit ABLE. 


HUH? KEEPING 
HE FELL WATCH. 


she said. The sword, once she had belted it to her waist, 
was so heavy that it made her lean to one side, but that 
didn't matter. 

She steeled herself, put on a rucksack she'd packed 
full of whatever she thought she might need, and set 
out barefoot. She'd spent all day, every day, running 
around the rheas' shire, swinging her stick. Escaping it 
at night was no challenge. She even put the fence she 
had been sternly and repeatedly warned never to go 
beyond behind her with little more than a hop. It was 
almost too easy. 

The girl could faintly hear shouting far in the distance 
behind her, so she turned around. She filled her ample 
chest full of air, and her shout echoed through the 
night: “I’m going to be the strongest in the world— 


There was no one to laugh at her. She heard no 
ridicule, just the wind rushing past. 

With a feeling of utter satisfaction, the girl set off 
running again and disappeared into the darkness. 


"Where, then?" 

“Undermountain,” he said, a name the rhea girl didn't 
recognize, and then laughed, showing his teeth, for the 
first time she could remember. 
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In the end, it was just like her grandfather had said. 
People don't have to get hit with a stick to die. A nasty 
cold made the rounds that winter and claimed her 
grandfather’s life just like that. 

As part of the many details surrounding his funeral, 
people had started discussing what to do with his chest 
of belongings. 

“Well, maybe now you'll finally get all these strange 
ideas out of your head and settle down with a man,” her 
parents said—sounding downright grateful that the old 
man was dead—but that only strengthened the girl's 
resolve. 

On the night of the funeral, she snuck into the old 
man's hole and pulled out the chest. It wasn't locked. 
Inside, there was no trace of the treasure everyone 
had speculated about—just a single pouch full of silver 
coins and an old, battered sword. The girl found herself 
smiling in spite of herself, it was almost as if he'd known 
who would open the chest and left exactly what she 
would need. 

“РИ be borrowing these, if you don't mind, Gramps!” 


children's game. Everyone had their own explanation. 

The girl, huffing and puffing, stuck out her tongue at 
anyone who mocked her, but she also, nearly in tears, 
asked her grandfather, "Is there really a point to this?" 

“None at all,” he replied with his usual air of annoyance. 
“People die through sheer chance all the time. You still 
might be able to kill someone without doing any of this. 
And the only people liable to care how you kill someone 
are any rubberneckers who see you do it.” 

The girl screwed up her face and threw back her 
head, looking upside down at her grandfather. His face, 
floating in the air, wore its characteristic scowl. The girl 
pursed her lips. 

“But it does have value,” he said. 

“Ном so?" 

“Because you found value in it. That's why you're 
doing it." 

This time it was the girl who fell into a sullen silence. 
She slowly staggered to her feet and, with trembling 
hands she could barely make move, grasped her stick 
once more. She didn't like the way he said that—it was 
as though she would be an idiot if she decided to quit. 

“...Gramps, did you really used to be an adventurer?” 
“Mm.” 

“Did you go to the Dungeon of the Dead?” 

“Never.” 

“Well...how about Firetop Mountain?" 

“Nope.” 
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toward him without expecting much—and then gasped. 
He was showing her the underside of his left foot, the 
one he limped with. An ugly scar had been viciously 
gouged into it. She couldn't imagine what could have 
caused such an injury. 

“...Does it hurt?" 

“It doesn't hurt," her grandfather bluntly replied to 
her timid question. "Not anymore." He looked up at the 
sky as if he could see all the way to whatever lay beyond 
the horizon. 

The girl followed his gaze, but all she saw was the 
familiar scenery of the shire—the fields, the comfortable 
little rhea holes, the sky and the hills. She had no idea 
what the old man was looking at. 

"There wasn't a chance," he said, almost as if talking 
to himself—but then his piercing gaze turned to the girl. 

"But that's no reason not to try." 


“ ” 


"Do you want to give it a shot?" 
Without a moment's hesitation, she replied, ^I do." 
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After that, her grandfather began to train her. That 
didn't keep people from laughing at her, though. 
Specifically, the training consisted of shouting really 
loud and swinging a stick at a tree. Some people said 
she'd gone crazy; others, that it was some newfangled 


one thing or another—partly out of the goodness of 
their hearts, of course, but also with an eye on the old 
man's estate—were chased off with a stern glare. 

Eventually, and perhaps inevitably, the people of the 
shire began to avoid and shun him. But for some reason, 
for all his quirks, the old man had taken a liking to his 
granddaughter. Or at least, he didn't laugh at the things 
she said. He would still firmly shake his head in the end, 
but he would hear her out first. That was more than her 
friends and the other adults did. More than anyone else 
did for her. 

That was why, of all the times she had heard "Not a 
chance” that day, she felt she could demand to know why 
just this once. She knew she could trust her grandfather 
to explain himself—and lo and behold, he did. 


“ ” 


But first, it was time for the umpteenth meal that day. 
Her grandfather sighed deeply, then slowly sat down 
on the edge of the footpath. He didn't seem to have 
brought any food with him. 

The girl plopped herself down beside him and took 
out a pastry she'd swiped from the kitchen. “Want 
some?" she asked, holding out half to him, but when he 
replied with a curt “Мо,” she stuffed both halves into 
her mouth, kicking her legs happily. 

“...Look here." 

Perhaps the low voice her grandfather muttered this 

in should have tipped her off, but she casually looked 
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"Yeah, but," the girl said, circling around him, 
"someone has to be the strongest in the world!" 

“S’pose so.” 

“But they weren’t the strongest when they were born, 
right?” 

"Doubt it.” 

“So there!” 

Her grandfather spoke oh so softly, but his words were 
no less piercing for it. “Not a chance.” 

Her grandfather was a strange, eccentric, and very 
un-rhea-ish man. In general, he seemed to have more 
in common with dwarves, though no one would truly 
mistake him for anything other than a rhea thanks to 
his bare feet. 

He could always be found wandering the paths of 
the shire, one leg dragging slightly, with a pipe filled 
to the brim with tobacco clenched between his teeth. 
He couldn't have been more than ten years past his 
hundredth birthday, so the girl doubted he had gone 
senile quite yet. He had apparently been quite the rabble- 
rouser when he was young, even leaving the shire and 
only blowing back in on the wind one day decades later. 
Whenever anyone asked where he had been and what 
he'd been doing, he would simply shake his head and 
reply, “1 was off somewhere, doing something." 

He never seemed to have any trouble supporting 
himself, so there must have been a fair profit in whatever 
it was he had done. People who offered to help him with 


dejected as the day went on. And who could blame her? 
She'd finally worked up the nerve to tell people her 
dream, and they all laughed at her for it. 

There was only one person who hadn't laughed: her 
grandfather. There wasn't even a hint of a smile on his 
wrinkled face as he listened to her carefully, nor when, 
once she had finished speaking, he told her, “Not а 
chance." 


“Why not?!" 

"Because the Four-Cornered World is far bigger than 
you even think it is." 

Puff, puff. Smoke rings drifted from her grandfather's 
mouth and floated off toward the sky. The girl usually 
liked to watch them drift through the air until they 
lost shape and finally disappeared, but not today. Her 
grandfather only appeared to be leisurely strolling 
along a path between the fields, but she had to run after 
him as fast as she could to keep up. 

“What do you mean, big...?” 

"When I say big, I mean big," he grumbled, but at 
least his tone—like everything she said to him was an 
annoyance and he had expected nothing less—was 
nothing out of the usual for him. “Anyone who claims 
to know everything about the world turns out to only 
be familiar with a laughably small part of it." 
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Interlude: 
Of Wanting to Be the Strongest in the World 


- by Kumo Kagyu 


"But there's no chance in hell that's gonna happen!" 

When she boldly made her pronouncement, that's 
more or less what everyone said in response while 
looking at her like they thought she was an absolute fool. 
She gotthe same reaction from her parents, her brothers 
and sisters, her relatives, her neighbors—everyone who 
lived in the shire. 

“Stop talking nonsense and try to be serious for once!” 
many of them then said with smug, self-satisfied looks 
plastered on their faces, claiming their advice was for 
her own good. 

What part of what she said was nonsense? And she 
was being serious—but when she tried to tell them that, 
she only got scolded even more harshly for some reason. 
It was almost as if they seemed to think she was doing 
something wrong, which must have been why they were 
so stern with her. 

Some replied, “Oh, really? That's nice, dear" instead. 
But the way they all said it with a smirk made it clear 
that what they really meant was "Not a chance." 

The girl found herself becoming more and more 
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